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S P R I N G VA L E T OW N S H I P
ISANTI COUNTY, MINN.
We have had many new residents move into the
township since our last newsletter was delivered in
December 2021 — WELCOME!
Look inside for columns by your Clerk and Supervisors.
Guest columns this issue are from the Sheriff’s Office and
the Parks Department. Back by popular demand is a
special column by “Miss Informed.”
Directions to Your Springvale Town Hall: From State
Highway 95 go North on Isanti County Road 1 for one-half
mile to 341st, or County 65. There is no office at the Town
Hall. Postal mail is accepted at P.O. Box 289 Cambridge,
MN 55008.
Board members work from their homes and meet at the Town Hall for posted meetings.
Meeting notices and special events are posted on the kiosk in front of the town hall, on our
website, and/or in the Isanti-Chisago County Star.
Monthly Board meetings are usually the first Wed of the month at 6:30 PM.
This Newsletter is edited by Supervisor Jake Gillard. We try to publish two or three times
per year. It is also available electronically on the town website.
High speed Wi-Fi is available at the Town Hall 24 hours per day. Inquire for password.
Spring Clean-Up Day will be Saturday, April 30th at the Town Hall. A partial price list is on
the back page. Watch our town website for a specific price list and an alternate date, if
necessary. We dare you to find a more economical and convenient way to go about your
Spring clean-up.
Spring landscaping is upon us. Pro Tip: Do not landscape in the right of way (33 feet from
the center of a township road).
springvaletownship.com has a plethora of information available at any hour of the day.
Local government — still the real thing!
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Steve Lindgren
Supervisor Seat C — Term ends Jan 2023
It’s that time of the
year again (or
should I say finally!)
Spring!!
Warm weather,
grass greening, a
few bugs, open
water on the lakes
again, and Road
Repair.

Also worth noting is a purchase by the Dalbo Fire
Department of a well and the land upon which it
is located. The well is located directly across Hwy
95 from the town hall on Edelweiss St. Our
township (along with several others) donated
funds which helped Dalbo Fire Department with
the purchase. This ready source of water will
benefit Springvale Township residents,
neighboring fire departments, and the DNR.
Another item of interest worth mentioning is the
exploration of the construction of an addition
onto our existing Town Hall. The proposed
building would be attached to the west side of
the existing building and will be 34’x34’ with
ADA access on ground level with a South facing
entrance. We’ve had some very favorable
comments from Township residents regarding
this proposal. The vast majority of the money for
this project would come from the ARPA
distribution we received from the Federal Gov’t.
This money may even cover the entire cost, we
don’t know the final figures just yet.

During the Spring
road tour this year
we found only a few areas that could use some
attention. The roads wintered quite well with
some of the paved portions developing cracks
which will need attention.
In the Spring of 2012 the residents of Springvale
Township gave their approval and a directive to
explore the paving of more Township roads at
the Annual Township Meeting. Since that
directive was given, the Township Board of
Supervisors have approved the paving of about
6.5 miles of pavement to date with
approximately another mile or so in the final
stages of being paved this early summer. None of
this would have been possible without the help
of the Clerk and the Treasurer working diligently
with all the paperwork and setting up meetings
with residents as well as contractors, engineers,
and banks. Thank You!
Ultimately, it is YOU, our Township residents,
who have made this all possible by voicing your
approval of a Bituminous Fund and continuing to
fund that levy every year since its inception. We
continue to get requests for pavement and our
paving levy is being put to good use (not in a CD
as was the practice 15 years ago) trying to honor
those requests as funds allow. By allowing the
Township to pave the high maintenance roads
(roads requiring more gravel and grading than
the average gravel road) our Township’s Road
and Bridge levy has not had an increase for more
than 10 years running! There is no mold growing
on the bituminous levy money!
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This Spring we plan to recognize the two Fire
Departments that provide coverage for our
Township with a small gala affair (cookout).
Watch for the date on our sign at the Town Hall!
Of course we’ll have to make them work for their
food, so they’ve volunteered to help us install our
new flagpole in front of the Town Hall. As a
Veteran, I am excited to put up the “RED WHITE
AND BLUE” and the POW/MIA FLAG — not only
to honor those serving presently but in
remembrance of those in our Township’s history
who have also served our Country.
On a final note, I want to say thank you to y’all for
allowing me to serve our outrageously beautiful
Township. It is my sincere pleasure to do so and I
have enjoyed every minute serving as one of
your Supervisors. I have always considered this a
job and not a position and with your help of
continued support I will continue to serve our
Township.
Steve Lindgren
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As I Heard It...
by Miss Informed










Supervisor Seat A — Term ends Jan 2025
Chair of the Board

Our township’s official newspaper for
publishing legal notices is now the IsantiChisago County Star. If you do not receive the
County Star newspaper, you can access the
free e-edition online at Isantichisagocountystar.com or get a paid
subscription if you are out of the circulation
area.
The township is in the process of improving
Vale Drive and Xeon St as it extends north of
Hwy 95. Plans have been approved, bids were
received, and a contract has been signed. Look
for fresh pavement later this summer.
The ramp at the town hall was damaged by a
wayward vehicle late last year. What wasn’t
damaged was not able to accommodate the
latest and greatest motorized wheelchairs —
especially when considering the radius that is
required on top of the stoop for the final turn
into the doorway. There was also a dangerous
pronounced lip and a bump at the threshold
which was quite a challenge for anyone
piloting a non-motorized chair. Plans for some
type of major improvement were in
discussion at the time and the Town Board
was excited about incorporating into it a
robust accessibility feature that was up to
2022 standards. Please read Supervisor
Lindgren’s article for the latest details.
Meanwhile, if anyone is unable to ascend the
stairs, the Town Board will gladly make
accommodations. Thank you for your
patience.
The position of Township Treasurer and two
Supervisor seats are up for election this
November. Key dates:





Bill Friedland
I’m looking forward to
seeing you at the
township cleanup day
on Saturday, April
30th.
Bill Friedland

Attention Landlords
Please pass this along to your
tenant or share with our Town
Clerk the address of your rental
so we can send them their own
copy.



Aug. 9 — Primary Election Day
Nov. 8 — Town & General Election Day

It might be time to retire those carrier
pigeons. Midco is getting serious. They are
pulling permits so they can install high speed
internet in some areas with higher density
around the southern portion of our township.
Did you know that there is another Springvale
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Township? It is in Emmet County, Michigan
(near the top of the Lower Peninsula and the
Straits of Mackinac). Word to the wise: their
website ends in .org and ours ends in .com
Care to join us? The Town Board encourages
you to attend our meetings. Note: not all
meetings fall on Wednesdays. Some have been
shifted to Mondays due to a holiday or to
accommodate those with obligations at
church. The Google Calendar on our website is
updated often. You are invited to subscribe.










Wed, May 4
Wed, June 1
Wed, July 6
Wed, Aug 3
Wed, Sept 7
Wed, Oct 5
Wed, Nov 2
Mon, Dec 5
Wed, Jan 4
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Michelle Kleven, Clerk
Term ends Jan 2025
Hello Township
Residents and
Property Owners!

taxes are only a portion of your total property
tax. Isanti County, Cambridge-Isanti School
District, Special Assessments, tax credits, and
other special taxes are all part of your total
property tax. If you have questions about the
taxes charged on your property tax statement,
it’s best to contact each individual jurisdiction.

I receive many
questions about
property taxes. I
hope this article will
help you understand
your property
valuation notices and
tax statements.

The registered voters of Springvale Township set
their property tax levies at the Annual Meeting
the second Tuesday in March. The town board
holds a Board of Audit (a public meeting) to
review the town financials and recommend levy
amounts to the registered voters at the Annual
Meeting. This year the voters elected to increase
the township levy 1.25% for property taxes
payable 2023.*

By the end of March,
the Isanti County
Assessor’s office will
mail every property
owner a valuation
notice for the
following year. All property owners should
review this document to make sure it’s accurate.
It explains your property valuation and
classification, ID number, description, address,
estimated market value, and taxable market
value.

Thank you to 99% of Springvale Township tax
payers for making your property tax payments
on time!
I appreciate your support and have enjoyed
working for each of you over the past 20 years. It
was very nice to see some of you at the Annual
Meeting in March!

If any of these descriptions are not correct or you
have questions you should call the Assessor’s
office at 763-689-2752 prior to any Local Board
of Appeal and Equalization meeting (scheduled
in April). If your questions or concerns are not
resolved, more formal appeal options are
available which are noted on the valuation
notice.

Happy Mother’s Day and Good Luck Fishing!
Michelle Kleven

* Editor’s Note: This does not mean that Springvale
Township’s portion of your property tax will increase
by 1.25%. What the Town Board suggested — and
what the residents at the Annual Meeting legislated
— was an additional $5,000 in revenue to fund our
annual budget. When you consider that we have had
many new houses built over the last year, this means
that we now have more property owners who can
share with us the extra expense. It doesn’t take a lot
of new neighbors to actually REDUCE the amount of
the Springvale Township portion of your tax bill.

In November, you will receive your proposed
property tax notice for the following year. You
should review this with your valuation notice,
especially if you had changes approved at a
Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting in
April.
In March of the following year, you will receive
your property tax statement. You should review
this with your proposed property tax notice from
the previous year. Also note, all Isanti County
property tax statements are broken into
Jurisdictions. Springvale Township property
Springvale Township News
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Jake Gillard

Our History

Supervisor Seat B — Term ends Jan 2023
Vice-Chair of the Board & Editor of this newsletter

Spring Vale (note the spelling) township
was established in 1870. It is said that the
area received its name from the
Stanchfield Creek, which runs through the
community. Winding through vales and
being supplied by numerous springs, the
appropriate name of Spring Vale was
acquired early.

Hey Neighbors!
Are you
enjoying what I
like to call
second winter?
The chickens
are laying again
but it has been a
weird year for sap. Our first boil yielded 3 gallons
of delectable hard maple syrup. We hope to
evaporate one more time. How did you do?

Hard working Swedish immigrants arrived
in 1865. By 1868 they had constructed a
dam over Stanchfield Creek (near Co Rd 6
& Flamingo). This paved the way for local
industry.

The county just approved a new ordinance for
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU). The old
ordinance was very restrictive. I advocated for
opening this up because of my strong
commitment to property rights. This change now
allows many of us to have another home on our
property. I tend to believe that you have the best
perspective on the housing needs for your family
and friends. God bless you as you fellowship and
build strong community bonds.

A mill followed in 1870. It sawed logs
during the day and ground flour at night. A
carding mill was built in the 1880s and
was the forerunner of the Cambridge
Woolen Mills. There was a general store
and in 1873 a ferry service was established
across the Rum River. A brickyard
produced yellow-toned bricks that were
used in the construction of a number of
homes in the area as well as the West
Riverside School.

I want to welcome all our new residents. Some of
you have relocated from more densely populated
areas and you may have questions as you
encounter a different way of living. I invite you to
reach out to any of us on the front cover and we’ll
do our best to share an answer and help you
along that journey. No matter where you’re
coming from, if you don’t know it already, you’re
about to find out why we think Springvale is The
Best Township Ever!

A creamery operated for many years and a
blacksmith shop founded in 1901 later
moved to Cambridge.
The early pioneers had to have individual
strength and the power to cooperate with
each other in order to survive the
hardships involved in turning a wilderness
into a community. They worked hard to
provide services that were essential to
themselves and their families. As time
went on, many of the services became
obsolete or were taken over by another,
larger community.

Springvale Township News

My full-time gig and primary occupation is that of
a Lutheran Pastor. I serve a great congregation in
Zimmerman. We just wrapped up Holy Week and
Easter so as you can imagine, I am tuckered out.
So I’ll conclude by wishing you and yours a
blessed Easter Season. And remember, because
He lives, earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot
heal.
Stay free,
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Isanti County Sheriff’s Office
Chief Deputy Lisa Lovering
In Emergency Management, we are working on
our Hazard Mitigation plan. This is done every
five years. We were due to update it last year, but
covid put that on hold until now. Emergency
Management is working with all of our partners
to identify any gaps that we may have in our plan.
The final plan should be completed the end of
2022. If you have any input in this, please contact
Captain John Elder 763-691-2490.

The two years have
been difficult for all
of us and has
caused us to change
how we do things.
While we did see
some changes at
our office, the Isanti
County Sheriff’s
Office has
continued to
provide services
throughout this
time.

Last year, we were graciously gifted a drone. We
have since purchased a second one and we can
use them for a variety of activities. We have seven
drone pilots and they have used the drone to
search for missing or wanted persons, to fly over
accident or fire scenes to get measurements, and
take photos of the scene. They have also done
demonstrations at various events. It has been a
very useful tool and has even helped save a life.
The drone program is funded from donations
from the community.

Right now, we are
hiring several
employees in patrol, dispatch, and the jail. Like
everyone else, hiring has proved to be difficult
but we are finding some good candidates.
Our deputies have continued with their rural
patrol duties throughout the county. Each
shift, each deputy picks a township and patrols
all the roads, dead ends, businesses, churches,
and other public buildings. This is done so that
they are seen throughout the communities and
can deter unwanted behavior by being out and
about. This has proven to be helpful, as our
crime numbers have gone down throughout
the county.

For Springvale Township, crime has remained
low. We ask residents to help us by reporting
suspicious activity. Keep an eye out for vehicles
that don’t belong in your neighborhood or people
walking around who are not familiar to you.
Together we can watch out for our neighbors, our
parks, and our businesses after hours and report
anything suspicious. Getting descriptions of
people and vehicles is very helpful.
As always, if we can be of any assistance, please
feel free to reach out.

We have many programs that are happening in
the sheriff’s office. We have volunteers in
Safety and Rescue, Explorers, Reserves,
Chaplains, and Mounted Patrol. Many of these
groups had taken a break during covid but
they are all bringing back volunteers to help in
our community.

Lisa Lovering

Over the winter we hosted four youth
snowmobile safety classes and hope to host
several ATV and firearm courses this coming
year.

Springvale Township News
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utilizing the
many paved /
mowed /
single-track
trails, playing
the 18-hole
disc golf
course,
reserving the
log picnic
shelter, and
Barry Wendorf, Parks Director
relaxing at one
of the many picnic tables or benches located
throughout the park. Geocaching, a high tech treasure
hunt, also draws visitors from throughout Minnesota.
All you need to get started is a GPS and coordinates
from geocaching.com

Springvale County Park is one of six parks
managed by the Isanti County Parks Department.
Since 1995 an additional 110 acres have been
added expanding from the original tax forfeited
property.
Today the 218 acre park consists of gently rolling
hills, open fields, numerous wetlands, hardwood
forests, along with remnants of a spruce tree farm
to the north. The soil type consists of a transition
from Anoka Sand Plain (sand) into Mille Lacs
Upland (clay).
Springvale demonstrates some of the highest
quality areas for supporting habitat and viewing
native wildlife in the county and is known today
throughout region as a high quality destination for
outdoor recreation.
Activities at Springvale County Park include:
viewing wildlife while canoeing on Johnny’s Lake,

As the areas around the Park and within the County
grow with development, the Park is increasingly
growing in use. This, combined with more emphasis
on environmental stewardship, makes
the case for long-term planning and
ensuring that the future vision of
Springvale County Park is shared by the
community. In 2021, a Master Plan for
the park was completed based on
information and input collected from the
community. These perspectives will serve
as the framework for future investment
and improvements in the park, and guide
opportunities for continued management
and development to meet the needs of
today and anticipated growth for years to
come.
Visit the Isanti County Park website to
review the complete Master Plan, find the
list of scheduled programs & events for
the year, or make a shelter reservation.
You can also find trail condition updates
and a variety of other park related
information such as “What’s Happening
This Week in Nature?” by following Isanti
County Parks on Facebook.

Springvale Township News
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SPRINGVALE TOWNSHIP (ISANTI COUNTY, MINN.)
P.O. BOX 289
CAMBRIDGE, MN 55008
Suggestions and comments are welcome.
Published by the Town Board for residents & property owners.
Articles provided by elected officials, county staff, and residents.
The people have made it clear that they desire a printed newsletter.
This is funded by your township monies. Please read and stay informed.

Spring Clean-Up & Recycling
Saturday, April 30 | Town Hall | 7 AM to mid-afternoon.
Feel good and do the right thing for you, your neighbor, and your pocketbook.
* At these prices we must limit it to Springvale residents ONLY. *
** NO early dumping. Smile! Cameras recording in HD. **

Dumpsters on site. Partial List: tires ($6 to $30), computer / laptop / monitor /
electronics ($5 to $25), large TV ($30 to $50),
lawn mower ($5 to $20 — drain gas & oil!), grill
($5 to $10), softener ($15), fluorescent bulb ($2),
sleeper sofa ($50), couch ($30), loveseat ($20),
recliner ($15), mattress ($25), box spring ($15),
truck-load of junk ($50). Appliances ($5 to $20),
with ammonia ($150). Bikes, scrap metal, tanks
(nominal). Old Flags (free).

No paint or chemicals. Prices subject to change.

